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In attendance: 
Jon Farris, SDDA  Jay Esperance, WFS   
Lynn Beck, SDDENR  Bob Wilcox, SDACC 
Terry Woster, SDDPS  Katie Konda, SDDA   
Tina Titze, SDDPS-OEM  Lt. John Broers, SDDPS, HP   
Craig Schaunaman, USDA-FSA Jamie Crew, SDDA 
Steve Hasenohrl, WFS  Darren Clabbo, WFS fire meterologist   
Jason Bauder, SDDPS-OEM Jeff Zimprich, USDA-NRCS  
   
   
Climatology update: 
Darren Clabbo reported on the Climatology report that Dennis Todey compiled for the meeting.  
Basically the State is in a stagnant state for drought.  There were cooler temperatures last week that 
were below season averages which did not worsen the conditions.  There were some areas of rain; 
however, mainly under a quarter of an inch in places that received rainfall and a few pockets of rain at 
about 1 inch, but very isolated.  There does seem to be a pattern change of downward trend of 
temperatures.  The 8 to 14 day outlook is showing below average temperatures and above average 
precipitation.  The three month outlook is still showing above average temperatures (warmer fall) and 
below normal precipitation.  This forecast takes us through the end of October.  Darren also reported 
there will be a cold front coming through on Thursday/Friday which will cool the temperatures down 
and then it will warm back up through the weekend and next week. 
 
FSA report: 
Craig Schaunaman reported CRP land is being hayed to meet the deadline of August 31st as the time 
when this activity is no longer allowed.  No ECP funds have been made available yet even though some 
counties qualify for the assistance.  
 
SDDA report: 
Jon Farris discussed hay hauling permits at length with the task force.  Jon reported North Dakota is 
allowing by permit to haul hay as high as 15’ 6”.  Lt. Broers stated this height is to tall more many of the 
bridges around the State.  ND allows it by permit; however requires the person hauling at that height to 
lay out the route they are hauling to ensure it will not cause issues for safety.  Lt. Broers also reported 
that if SD would want to allow this it would have to be done by administrative rules.  Additionally this 
causes a lot of concern for safety reasons for the other traveling public and he was not in favor of 
allowing this especially during night-time hours.  Right now, night-time hauling is only allowed on the 
interstate if the load is over 10’ wide.  Waiving a CDL permit is also not allowed by the Governor as this 
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is a federal requirement.  Lt. Broers asked that if anything is done with permitting; he would like to only 
see that the permit fee is waived, but the permit itself be required because it allows Motor Carrier to 
track the loads and also give the requirements that still must be followed.  Future discussions with DPS, 
SDDA, and Governor’s office will be forthcoming on this issue. 
 
DENR report: 
Lynn Beck reported groundwater levels continue to decline; however, there have been no issues due to 
this as this is normal throughout the summer.  Stream flows in the Black Hills have been up from some 
of the storms that went through.  Big Sioux River level also went up due to some storms, but is now 
beginning to come back down.  The Jim River water shut-off for irrigation purposes was August 10th; 
however DENR can issue extensions until August 24th if people request such an extension.  13 people 
have requested an extension and DENR has been able to grant them.  Bitter Lake has dropped 9 inches 
this summer.  The fish kills reported last week by GF&P were due to water temperatures being high and 
lack of dissolved oxygen.  Known fish kill locations were at the following locations:  Roy Lake and Clear 
Lake in Marshall County; Elm River and Sandlake Refuge in Brown County; Lake Norden, Mary, and St. 
John in Hamlin County; Oak Lake in Brookings County; Lake Cochrane in Deuel County; and the Big Sioux 
River in Sioux Falls. 
 
NRCS report: 
NRCS now has some special funding for people that water needs for livestock.  Anyone needing such 
assistance should be referred to the local FSA/NRCS office to apply for the funding. 
 
Wildfire report: 
Jay Esperance reported this year there has been 1,469 fires that burned 226,131 acres of land compared 
to the average of 1,161 fires and 52,418 acres of land burned at this same time.  In the southeast part of 
the state the fire danger they have now is compared to what they normally see in early September.  
Discussion was had about the Red Zone type declaration that was done in the year 2006/2007 and the 
possibility of approaching the Governor on this issue again this year.  Further discussion will be had on a 
follow up conference call about this with SDDA and DPS.  Fall River was noted as an area that was having 
issues with a lot of fires and being able to maintain their equipment with the amount of funds they have 
for the fire department. 
 
Other agency reports: 
No other agencies had anything else to report/discuss. 
 
The next Drought Task Force meeting will be held Monday, August 20, 2012, from 2-3 pm in the State 
EOC amphitheater.   
 
 


