
Drought Task Force Meeting 
Monday, February 04, 2013 

2-4 pm CDT 
State Emergency Operations Center  

 
In attendance: 
Kristi Turman, SDDPS-OEM 
Terry Woster, SDDPS 
Steve Harding, SDDOM 
Jon Farris, SDDA 
Jason Bauder, SDDPS-OEM 
Mark Rath, SDDENR 
Jamie Crew, SDDA 

Michelle Schmeling, SDDSS  
Shawna Fullerton, SDDHS 
Tina Titze, SDDPS-OEM 
Megan Mercer, SDDPS-OEM 
Paul Merriman, SDDPS-FMO 
Doug Hinkle, SDDPS-FMO 
Jonathan Harms, SDDPS 

Dennis Todey, SDSU 
Mike Gillispie, NWS 
Darren Clabo, State Fire 
Meteorologist 
Deb Olerud, USDA-FSA 
Aaron Jordan, SDNG 

 
Drought Condition Update: 
State Climatologist Dennis Todey reported the state is in a holding pattern and therefore no change in the US 
Drought Monitor.  The 8 to 14 day outlook calls for chances of above average precipitation and below average 
temperatures.  The February outlook calls for equal chances for above average temperatures and equal chances 
for above average precipitation in the northeast.   
Darren Clabo, State Fire Meteorologist, reported the western part of the state is losing its snowpack therefore 
exposing elements.   
Mike Gillispie, National Weather Service, reported rivers running 10-30% lower than normal. 
 
Task Updates: 
Kristi Turman announced the addition of the Department of Social Services and Tourism to the Drought Task 
Force.  She also reported the task force planning structure illustration is being updated. 
 
Review of RFP: 
The Request for Proposal (RFP) discussion led to no additional comments.  Important dates of the RFP were 
announced and they are: 

• Publication date    February 8, 2013 
• Deadline for submission questions  February 22, 2013 
• Deadline for response to submission questions March 1, 2013 
• Deadline for proposal submissions  March 15, 2013 

The goal is to have a signed contract in early April. 
 
Steve Harding asked of the selection or scoring process of the RFPs.  Jason Bauder explained the criteria is listed 
in the RFP and will be followed in the award process.  Submissions will be sent to Jason and he will bring them to 
the task force meetings. 
 
Discussion on Response Actions: 
Suggestions were discussed on adding to or expanding an agency’s response actions.  Reviewing the State 
Emergency Operations Plan (SEOP), working with other agencies and adding appropriate response actions from 
other emergency support functions were all suggested.  All agencies part of the Drought Task Force will be 
added to the Drought Incident Annex. 
Wildfire Suppression will be ready and working with their response actions as of March 1, 2013. 
 
 



 
South Dakota Focus: 
The projected date of February 21, 2013 was not available; therefore, the date of February 28, 2013 was 
selected.  The Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Wildland Fire and State Climatologist Dennis 
Todey all plan on participating in the episode featuring water and fire issues and possibly some early Agronomy 
issues.  Terry Woster will be working with Stephanie Rissler of SDPBS on questions for the show and will 
distribute that information to those involved.  It was reminded the show is open for call in questions.  
 
Agency Updates: 
NRCS – No new additional updates. 
 
FSA – Hurricane Sandy took wanted funds. 
 
DENR – Drought related shut off orders for Cheyenne River water right holders, above the Angustora Reservoir, 
have been requested for the first week of March.  The months of April and May could bring more shut off orders 
and advisories.   
 
SDNG – The SDNG will be ready and prepared for an early fire season.  They have been working with Wildfire 
Suppression. 
 
Next Drought Task Force Meeting – Monday, February 25, 2013 at the State Emergency Operations Center. 
 
 
 
 
 


